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Mission Statement 
 

The Grandmont Community 
Association (GCA) was formed 
for the preservation of the 
neighborhood: promotion of 
quality schools; civic education of 
the residents and promotion of 
cooperation and understanding 
between all of the residents and 
community businesses. 

                                    Serves      
           approximately         

                                  1100 residences in 
the Grandmont Community, including 
households south of Grand River, west 

of Asbury Park, north of Schoolcraft, 
and east of Southfield Freeway. 

The Grandmont  
Community  
Association   

The 

We have some pretty great neighbors! 
 

How have your neighbors helped you this 
year? Send your anecdotes to  

Samantha@grandmontcommunity.org for an 
upcoming issue celebrating our wonderful 

neighbors that make up Grandmont! 
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Candice Fortman 
President (2020) 
 

Charity Dean 
Vice President (2020) 
 

Sean Novak 
Secretary (2021) 
 

Robert Patterson 
Treasurer (2020) 
 

Ottumn Kennedy 
Member (2021) 
 

Jomo King 
Member (2020) 
 

Krystal Thurmond 
Member (2021) 
 

Edward Smith  
Member (2020) 
 

Josh Engle 
Member (2021) 
 

Larissa Richardson 
Member (2021) 

313-600-9912  
cfortman@gmail.com 

 

313-632-9232  
charityrdean@gmail.com  

 

(313) 598-3143 
snovakgrandmont@gmail.com  

 

(313) 836-3736 
dnrgrandmont@sbcglobal.net 

 

(313) 529-3092 
ojkennedy0509@gmail.com 

 

(313) 587-6208 
jkinggrandmont@gmail.com 

 

(313) 300-3760 
kthurmond0108@gmail.com 

 

(313) 273-7885 
esmith@grandmontcommunity.org 

 
 

 grandmont.cares@gmail.com  
 

313-614-4910  
larissaa.carr@gmail.com  

Grandmont Board of Directors 

2018-2019 

Have content you would like included in next month’s  
Grandmonitor? Please deliver materials via email to  

Samantha@grandmontcommunity.org no later than the  
12th of month for  inclusion in next month’s issue. 

 
Grandmonitor staff reserves the right to edit content. 

Editor:   Samantha du Preez 
  14141 Grandmont 
  Samantha@grandmontcommunity.org 
 
All advertising inquiries should be directed to: 
Advertising:  Phil Foster  
  philipfoster@sbcglobal.com 
    
Distribution:  Ethel Smith 
Printer:  John P. Martin 
  Spartan Forms Inc. 
  johnspartan@sbcglobal.net 

(313) 273-7914 
 
 

(313) 864-3666 
(313) 278-6960 

 

(313) 444-4309 

The Grandmonitor Staff Art Fair 
By-Laws 
Beautification 
Code/Violations  
          Co-Chairs 
Environmental 
Finance 
Garden Club 
Historian 
Membership Chair 
Membership 
Nominations 
Radio Patrol 
Ramsay Park 
Rippling Hope 
Safety/Security 
Scholarship 
Social Planning 
Street/Block Capts. 
Vacant Property 
Youth and Education 
GRDC 
 
 
 

Jomo King 
Lorenzo Blount 
Larissa Richardson 
Harrison Duke III 
Jerry E. Webb, Jr. 
Harrison Duke III 
Mark Janusch 
Larissa Richardson 
Kevin Johnson 
Charlotte Wright 
Diane Patterson 
Kathy Morgan 
James Liddell 
Edward Smith 
Cora Duncan-Foster 
VACANT 
Cora Duncan-Foster 
Krystal Thurmond 
Yvonne Sanders 
Diane Patterson 
Carla White-Smith 
Jomo King 
Charlotte Wright 
 
 

(313) 587-6208 
(313) 522-8088 
(313) 614-4910 
(313) 837-4913 
(313) 721-8651 
(313) 837-4913 
(313) 835-7369 
(313) 614-4910 
(313) 549-7387 
(313) 247-4404 
(313) 836-3736 

 
(313) 319-6859 
(313) 273-7885 
(313) 273-7914 

 
(313) 273-7914 
(313) 837-6262 
(313) 273-4480 
(313) 836-3736 
(313) 220-8530 

GCA Committee Chairpersons 

Important Numbers 
Crime reporting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Auto-theft tips 
 
 
Narcotics tips 
 
Gun activity 
 
Poison control 
 
Animal control 
 
Bulk/Recycle  
Drop-off 
 
8th Precinct Police 
District 
 
City Councilman 
James Tate 
 
Water and Sewer 
 
DTE Energy 
 
Ramsay Park Police  

1. Call 9-1-1 for crimes in progress 
2. Otherwise, call (313) 267-4600, the 

DPD non-emergency line 
3. Contact the GCA security chair  
 
 Grandmontcommunitycrimealerts 
 @googlegroups.com 
4. To report crime anonymously, call  
        1-800-SPEAK-UP  (1-800-773-2587) 
 
Text “TIP411” (847411) or 
Call 800-242-HEAT (4238) 
 
Call 313-224-DOPE (3673) 
 
800-AFT-GUNS (800-283-4867) 
 

1-800-222-1222  
 
(313) 224-6356   
 

Southfield Yard, 12255 Southfield Svc. Dr. 
Mon-Sat, 8:30-4 (closed daily 12:30-1:30) 
 
21555W. McNichols Rd., 313-596-5800 
NPO Shawn Childrey—(313)596-5217 
 
313-224-1027 
councilmembertate@detroitmi.gov 
 
(313) 267-8000 
 
800-482-8720 (M-F, 8 AM—6 PM) 
 
313-596-2186 office,  734-931-0846 cell 
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Grandmont Patrol Meetings 
- all welcome - 

 
TBA 

Block Capt. 

meetings 

 
TBA 

 

Meetings are held at 
12:30 pm at GRDC. 

Mark 2020 

calendars! Did you know you can 
pay your neighborhood 

dues online? 

Neighborhood 
Notes 

 

Trash collection now takes place on 
Fridays! 

 
Your regular trash will be picked up 

weekly, but your recycling, bulk, and yard 
waste will be collected every other Friday! 

 
Hazardous waste can be dropped off at 

2000 E. Ferry St., free of charge to Detroit 
residents, Thursdays 7:30 am – 2:00 pm 

and every 4th Saturday from 8:00 am – 
2:00 pm. 

 

Quick Trash FAQs 

Garden Club 

Meetings are held 
at 6 pm at Chaney 

An evening celebration of the Lunar 
New Year and Asian Americans in 
Detroit.  Festivities will commence 
on Friday February 7th at 6 pm at the 
Whiskey Factory—Detroit City 
Distillery.  

Celebrate Chinese 
New Year 

 Check out several new 
Formula Boats at the 2020 
Detroit Boat Show. The show 
dates are January 18-26 this 
year at the TCF Center. 

Detroit Boat Show 

Don’t hang me out to dry! 
Check out Cold War Kids at 
Majestic Theatre on Jan 28. 

Cold War Kids 

 
See you 
 

 
in 2020! 

Ferndale Blues and Music Festival l 
is an annual community-driven 
event, highlighting local talent, 
musicians, and businesses. 
Musicians take over bars, restaurants 
and community centers for nine days 
of  goodness, You can find acts all 
over town between January 24– 
February 1. 

Ferndale Blues and 
Music Festival 

The 2020 Detroit Policy 
Conference: Defining a 
Decade will address Detroit’s 
ongoing path to economic 
sustainability. Jan 29, aMotor 
City Casino  

Detroit Policy 
Conference 

The North American 
International Auto Show is an 
annual exhibition of the 
automobile debuts and concept 
cars. The festival consists of a 
press preview, industry 
preview, charity preview and a 
week-long show that is open to 
the public. Each year, various 
new motor vehicle models are 
introduced . This  year’s 
festivities will begin  Jan 22. 

North American 
International 
Auto Show 

Find Snoop at the Fillmore Detroit 
on Sunday, January 26th, at 7 PM. 
You won’t want to miss it! 

Snoop Dogg 

ConFusion is a Science Fiction 
and Fantasy convention in the 
metro Detroit area.  Jan 16-19 

Can’t Miss 
ConFusion in Novi 

Rochester’s annual winter 
festival combines all the 
goodness of winter into a 
single weekend. Check it out 
January 17-19, but don’t forget 
your hats and gloves! 

Fire and Ice Festival 

Grandmont Community Meetings 
- all welcome - 

Jan. 4 
Feb. 1 
Mar. 7 
Apr. 4 

May 2 
June 6 
July 11 
Aug. 1 

Sep. 5 
Oct. 3 
Nov. 7  
Dec. 5 

Meetings are held at 10 am on the first 
Saturday of the month unless otherwise 
noted at GRDC, 19800 Grand River. 

Jan. 6 
Feb. 3 
Mar. 2 
Apr. 6 

May 4 
June 1 
July 6 
Aug. 3 

Sep. 7 
Oct. 5 
Nov. 2 
Dec. 7 

Meetings are held at 7 pm on the first 
Monday of the month unless otherwise 
noted at GRDC, 19800 Grand River 

Hip Hop Smackdown returns to the 
Fox Theatre in The District Detroit 
featuring Lil Kim, Fat Joe, Naughty 
By Nature, Too Short and Lil 
Boosie on Saturday, January 18  at 
the Fox Theatre, 8 PM. 

Hip Hop Smackdown 
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Bring on the Trees! 

Did you know that the city of Detroit gives away free trees 
to residents each year? These trees get planted between the 
sidewalk and the street in front of your home. Even corner 
lots can have smaller-growing trees planted in areas where 
overhead wires might be a concern. Grandmont’s own 
Diane Patterson has helped to facilitate this across the 
neighborhood each year—we are so lucky to have her! 
 
They are currently accepting tree planting requests for 
Spring 2020. If you are interested, Diane is here to help you! 
All you need to do is to call Diane (313-836-3736) and 
provide her with your name, address and phone number. She 
will pass this information along to the city and they will 
evaluate your location and follow up with you directly.   
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Happy January! 

Benjamin Franklin's wise words still hold true: "Be always at war with your vices, at peace with your neighbors, and let 
each new year find you a better person." 

Happy New Year! The outlook for Detroit seems brighter. And investment in our neighborhood comes with new 
opportunities and room for new ideas. What do we as neighbors want and need to create a better quality of life and safer 
surroundings? Can we work smarter to encourage better business and neighbor communication? How can we support 
neighborhood schools and encourage our children to succeed in life. Your suggestions and ideas are what helps the GCA 
Board determine action plans and budgeting (from your dues payment!). Keep your yellow membership card handy as 
proof of payment for the year(s) paid -for your records and ours - just in case we have a computer glitch. 

Snow Removal and More 
Our 3rd payment will be coming due soon for our legal contract with our Street Snow Service Contractor. Your dues keep 
that service sustainable. January starts are new fiscal year. 2020 dues (and/or donations) are always appreciated as early as 
possible to help pay this bill, as well as provide this newsletter and plan our community events. 

2020 is a clean slate. Start the year with the resolve to make this year's vision one that reflects hope as well as pride and 
accomplishment in your home and your neighborhood. Be a better neighbor. Appreciate all the " behind the scenes" work 
that makes Grandmont GRAND. 

New Neighbor Welcome 
We have many neighbors new to the Grandmont Community (GCA). WELCOME HOME! Some of you know of 
Grandmont's history and some are learning that we are a member-community of 5 neighborhoods that make up the 
Grandmont-Rosedale Neighborhoods. Those 5 neighborhoods (Grandmont Community Association/GCA, Grandmont #1, 
Rosedale Park Improvement Association/RPIA, North Rosedale Park/NRP, and Minock Park) also help support the Non-
Profit Grandmont-Rosedale Development Corporation (GRDC) at 19800 Grand River, which among other great services, 
allows us to use their facility for meetings, advocates for community funding and political leverage, etc. (Remember that 
your $30.00 GCA Dues are separate from any donation to GRDC.)  

 
Get Ready for our Annual Meeting in April! 
Just Do It. Why not consider becoming a Block Captain, or Co-Captain and meet your neighbors and get involved slowly, 
or if you have some time and energy,  jump right in to consider running for the GCA Board. We need your energy. There's 
always a need for more Radio Patrol members, and other Committees that can use some help and inspiration. Maybe you 
are the person who can revitalize an area that needs a boost. Will you think about the possibility? 

Vacant Property Task Force Update 
In 2020, our group will meet at GRDC every other 3rd Tuesday at 10am beginning 
February 18th. Since we are low on funds that help with property identification & 
ownership, as well as  lot cutting, cleanups, etc., we are working on a "Fundraiser" 
to get us through the summer months. Stay tuned for more information. And, if you 
can volunteer some lawn/lot cuttings, we've got work for you. We hope you will 
support our efforts to keep GRDC communities looking good in our 
neighborhoods!  Donations to the VPTF of course, are always greatly appreciated 
and should be noted on any checks sent to GRDC (19800 Grand River) for that 
purpose. Thank you. 

DTE Senior Discount 
Did you know? You can sign up for the Senior Citizen discount (62 and 
older) for $3.75 discounted every month (that’s $45 a year) on your bill. 
This is not the same thing as being on the “Senior Plan” - which just has 
benefits like no service cut-offs, pick your own due date, etc.You’ll need to 
call main no. , answer “Other Options” before a representative comes on to 
assist you. This discount program has been in effect since 2015. Take 
advantage of it to save you some cash. 

-Diane Patterson 



GRDC is a busy place with lots of projects and events happening 
and we’d love to have you join us! If you’d like to volunteer, let 
our AmeriCorps VISTA Volunteer Coordinator Kevin Ball know 
at kevin@grandmontrosedale.com.  
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Join the resident-volunteer Crime Prevention Task Force on 
Tuesday, Jan. 14, 2020 to help keep Grandmont Rosedale a safe 
place to live. Contact CPTF Chairperson Clarenda Webb at 
clarendawebb@gmail.com or 313.330.7844, or GRDC’s Community 
Engagement Manager Kitty Yarbrough at 387.4732, ext. 103 or 
kyarbrough@grandmontrosedale.com to rsvp.  

Stop by the Grand River WorkPlace pop-up shop The Standard 
Detroit at 19120 Grand River and freshen up your wardrobe while 
you shop locally! The store features men’s and women’s clothing 
and accessories created by Detroit designers and artists. Like The 
Standard Detroit on Facebook to find out about upcoming events. 

The Grand River WorkPlace is Detroit’s first neighborhood co-
working space and small business incubator. Every week there are 
small business support services available from CEED Lending, 
SCORE, TechTown, ProsperUs, and FoodLab. Learn more about 
the ongoing and special events that provide a range of small 
business supports. Check out grandriverworkplace.com and like 
Grand River WorkPlace on Facebook to find out what’s happening 
next at the WorkPlace. 

Vacant Property Task Force 

GRDC’s resident-volunteer Vacant Property Task Force will meet 
on Tuesday, Feb. 18, 2020. Joining the task force is a great way to 
be a part of making Grandmont Rosedale an even better place to 
live, shop, and play. Contact VPTF Chairperson Clarenda Webb at 
clarendawebb@gmail.com or 313.330.7844, or GRDC’s 
Community Engagement Manager Kitty Yarbrough at 387.4732, 
ext. 103 or kyarbrough@grandmontrosedale.com to rsvp.  

Juicing With Jai 
& the H&M 
Style Lounge 

Keep your eye out for the opening of 
Juicing with Jai at 19550 Grand River 
and H&M Style Lounge and Chill 
Room at 19566 Grand River. Juicing 
with Jai offers juices that are part of a 

weight-loss management program that specializes in natural and 
healthy methods. H&M offers offer a relaxing place where people 
can socialize with friends, have a cocktail, play a game of chess, 
or grab a bite to eat, all to the background of chilled out Classic 
House Music. Stay tuned for hours and Grand Opening dates!  

To keep informed about what’s going on send an email to 
GRDC’s AmeriCorps VISTA Volunteer Coordinator Kevin Ball at 
kevin@grandmontrosedale.com and ask to be added to our 
Wednesday, weekly eblast list. You can also like Grandmont 
Rosedale Development Corporation on Facebook. Like GRDC’s 
Grand River WorkPlace and the Northwest Detroit Farmers’ 
Market on Facebook too to keep up to date. To get an overview of 
the Grandmont Rosedale neighborhoods, GRDC programs, 
Community Calendar, and our Community Blog, check out our 
website at grandmontrosedale.com. 

Crime Prevention Task Force 

mailto:kevin@grandmontrosedale.com
mailto:clarendawebb@gmail.com
mailto:kyarbrough@grandmontrosedale.com
mailto:clarendawebb@gmail.com
mailto:kyarbrough@grandmontrosedale.com
file://///bt-dc04/WorkFolders/pdupreez/Downloads/kevin@grandmontrosedale.com%20
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PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION  
WORKSHOP  

Mrs. Sims, Edison Elementary and 
Carla White-Smith, Youth & 
Education Chairperson 

Want to Get Involved? A Committee’s the Ticket! 

As a new year and a new decade dawns upon Grandmont, it is natural to feel inclined to get involved, and to take up 
opportunities to be more neighborly. The Grandmont Community Association is here to make that as easy as possible. On 
page 2 of this newsletter, you will find the full list of committees that work to keep Grandmont a beautiful and thriving 
community. Take a moment to look through that list and see if there are any that strike your interest, or overlap with your 
professional experience. Everyone listed there, chairing various committees, are just like you - volunteers - except they have 
already taken the leap and stepped up to help the Grandmont community. 
 
Keep in mind that getting involved doesn’t always mean attending meetings. Of course, that is always an excellent way to get 
to know your neighbors and community a little better. But it can also be as simple as taking a quick walk around your 
neighborhood as a block captain - you know, those lovely individuals who are always dropping the Grandmonitor at your 
door. Or when you’re planting your Spring garden (in a far-off land called April…), perhaps you can buy a couple extra plants 
for the end-cap at the end of your block. Or even keep it as simple as looking out for your neighbors’ packages when they 
aren’t home. 
 
Whatever your area of expertise, whatever your availability - we are excited to meet you and get to know you, neighbor. And 
if you already chair or participate on a committee, thank you for all that you do! Volunteers are at the heart and soul of every 
community. You give this neighborhood life and we truly appreciate everyone who contributes to our Home of Good 
Neighbors. 
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 You are chipping in to support all of the cool stuff our 
neighborhood has going on. 

 We’ll be able to afford to have our streets cleared of 
snow, which doesn’t seem like a huge necessity - until 
it’s snowing. 

 You are automatically one step above that slacker 
neighbor who lets their trash cans hang out in the middle 
of the street until Sunday. 

 Your dues will support Grandmont graduates going to 
college, so you get to feel good about yourself, too. 

 It’s not prohibitively expensive. It comes out to less than 
nine cents a day, if that’s your type of payment plan. 

 No one can accuse you of not living up to Grandmon’t 
moniker of “Good Neighbor.” 

So if there are so many reasons to become a dues-paying 
member, why haven’t you paid yet?! 

Why Become a Dues-Paying 
Member of Grandmont? 
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